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Bernadette Banaszkiewicz

HOW TO MAKE AN EPOS ABOUT A LIAR Textblatt

Why (a) would one compose an epos about a liar? In which way, how (b), has a poet to compose an epos
about a liar?

(b)

1: characters with nostos stories (Odyssee and fragments of the epikos kyklos):

Nestor, Agamemnon, Menelaos, Ajax the Letter, Idomeneus, Diomedes

2: heroes exceedingly good in words and tricks:

Nestor, Phoinix, Diomedes, Epeios, Ajax the Great; Achilles, Agamemnon, Kalchas, Teiresias

result: one character, one problem solved by words, once
in contrast: conflicts to solve by force: the same heroes again and again

(@
(a.1): the theme of the Odyssey

battle, war, change of government, revenge : conflicts solved by force

™

conquest of a way with the corresponding adventures, team project : conflicts solved by words
Odyssey = nostos, but only one main character, half the way without his %etairoi

Excursus:
Ilias: main theme: war; intarsia: conflict of two allies
Odyssey: main theme: team project: way home (3 social layers); intarsia: conflicts with ennemies

(a.2): the qualities of a hero
« [lias 9, 443: Phoinix to Achilles in the embassy:
...didaskevmenai tavde pavnta/mugw'n te rJhth'rA e[menai prhkth 'rav te e[rgwn

« [lias 9, 53f.: Nestor to Diomedes before the embassy:

peri; me;n polevmw/ e[ni karterov~ ejssi/kai; boulh/' meta; pavnta~
oJmhvlika~ e[pleu alristo~

,you are most powerful and strong in the battle and in the council the best of your peers*

« I1. 3, 208: Priamos to Helena on the wall about Odysseus and Menelaos
ajmfotevrwn de; fuh;n ejdavhn kai; mhvdea puknav
,,of both I have come to know the figure and their dense thoughts“

+Od. 8, 167-177: Translation: A.T. Murray (Perseus Digital Library)
Eev’, oU KOOV EelTreg: aTaoBAAW avdpi £oiKag. Stranger, thou hast not spoken well; thou art as one blind with folly.
oUTwg ou TravTeaol Beol xapievra didolov So true is it that the gods do not give gracious gifts (charis)
avdpdaiv, oUTe UiV oUT Gp @pévag olT’ dyopnTlv. to all alike, not form nor mind nor eloquence.

&A\OG PEv vap T’ €i80g AKISVATEPOG TTEAEI Avrip, For one man is inferior in comeliness,

GAAG Be0G Hop@NV ETTETT OTEREL, Oi O T’ €G QUTOV but the god sets a crown of beauty (morphee) upon his words, and
TEPTIOUEVOI AeUTTOUTIV: O &’ AoParéwg dyopelel men look upon him with delight, and he speaks on unfalteringly
QidoT heINIXin, HETO OE TTPETTEI AYPOWEVOITIV, with sweet modesty, and is conspicuous among the gathered people,
£pxopevov & ava doTu Bedv g eicopdwalv. and as he goes through the city men gaze upon him as upon a god.
&Mog 8’ al €i50g pév ahiykiog aBavaToialv, Another again is in comeliness like the immortals,

GAN’ 0U oi XGpIG AUQITTEPIOTEPETAI ETTEECTIV, but no crown of grace is set about his words.

(W Kai 001 €160¢ PEV APITTPETTES, OUSE Kev BAAWG So, in thy case, thy comeliness is preeminent, nor could

0UdE BedG TEUEEIE, VOOV & ATTOQWAIOG £T0T. a god himself mend it, but in mind thou art stunted.
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HOW TO MAKE AN EPOS ABOUT A LIAR

* Hes. Theog. 81-103:

Ov Tiva TiuRowat Aidg koUpal peydhoio
YEIVOUEVOV T IBWal SIOTPEPEWY BATIARWY,

TQ WEV £TTi YAwaoaon yAuKepnv Xeiouaiv ééponv,
100 &’ €11’ €K OTOPATOG PET peilixa: oi O¢ T Adoi
TAVTEG £G aUTOV OpMOI dlakpivovTa BEPIOTAG
iBeinoi Siknaiv: 0 &’ acPaAéwg ayopelwy

aiyd Ke Kal Péya VETKOG ETTIOTAUEVWG KATETTAUCEV:
ToUveka yap BaoiAfieg Exéppoveg, olveka Aaoig
BAatrTopévolg dyopii@l peTaTpoTra £pya TEAETOI
PNIdIWG, HOAAKOIOT TTAPAIPAUEVOI ETTEETTIV.
£pxopevov &’ av’ aywva Bedv g IAdokovTal
QidoT PeINIXin, HETA OE TTPETTEI AYPOPEVOITIV:

T0in Mouacdwy igpr) 360Ig AvBpWTTOIOIV.

¢k yap 1ol Mouo£éwv kai €éknBoAou ATTOAMwvVOg
Gvdpeg aoidoi Eaaiv £t xBdva Kkai kIBaploTai,

¢k O& AI0g BaaoiAfieg: 6 & OABIOG, 6v Tiva Moloal
@iAwvTal: YAUKEPN 0i ATTO OTOPOTOG Péel ald).

€l yap TIG Kai TTévOog £XxwV veokndEl BUp®

GZnTan kpadinv akaxUEVOGS, auTap GoIdOg
Mouodwv BepdTTwyv KAéEa TTPOTEPWV AVOPWTTWV
Uuvhon pakapdg e Beolg, ol "OAupTIOV EXOUGIV,
aiy’ & ye SuopPocuVEWY ETTIARBETal OUBE TI KNBEWV
pépvnTal Taxéwg O¢ TTapéTpatre dWPa BedwV.

(a.3): The hero who exceeds solely in words

old hero (1) or special man (2)
didaskalos

Nestor Athene in disguise

Menelaos

mavla pepnumevno~
oujk ejrevei yeu do~

(Od. 3, 20)

Textblatt

Translation: William Heinemann (Perseus Digital Library):
‘Whomever of heaven-nourished princes the daughters of great Zeus
honor and behold at his birth,

they pour sweet dew upon his tongue,

and from his lips flow gracious words. All the people

look towards him while he settles causes

with true judgements: and he, speaking surely,

would soon make wise end even of a great quarrel;

for therefore are there princes wise in heart, because when the people

are being misguided in their assembly, they set right the matter again

with ease, persuading them with gentle words.

And when he passes through a gathering, they greet him as a god

with gentle reverence, and he is conspicuous amongst the assembled:

such is the holy gift of the Muses to men.

For it is through the Muses and far-shooting Apollo that

there are singers and harpers upon the earth;

but princes are of Zeus, and happy is he whom the Muses

love: sweet flows speech from his mouth.

For although a man has sorrow and grief in his newly-troubled soul
and lives in dread because his heart is distressed, yet, when a singer,
the servant of the Muses, chants the glorious deeds of men of old
and the blessed gods who inhabit Olympus,

at once he forgets his heaviness and remembers not his sorrows

at all; but the gifts of the goddesses soon turn him away from these.

seer singer

Halisthernes Phemios

Teiresias Agamemnons singer
Demodokos

Odysseus

Od. 2, 186: oujk aln tovssa geopropevwn ajgovreue~,/oujdev ke Thlevmacon

kecolwmevnon w/|dA ajnieivh~,/sw’/ oi[kw/ dw ' ron potidevgmeno~,

povrhsin.

ail ke

,, You would not talk so much about the future, and you did not let so much Telemachos being in rage against
us, if you did not expect him to come to your house and bring a present.*

(a.4): The quality we would have expected

(a.5): The hero of the Odyssee is not impeccable

 Thersites (Il. 2, 212-277)
« Eurylochos (Od. 10, 430-437)
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Colloquium Balticum XI Lund November 2012

Bernadette Banaszkiewicz

HOW TO MAKE AN EPOS ABOUT A LIAR Textblatt

(a.6): conclusion: The special gift of dolos, disguise and lie exdended to telling tales



